ANDROCLES AND THE LION

heterogeneous the population the commoner the assumptions
must be. A Trappist monastery can be conducted on assumptions
which would in twenty-four hours provoke the village at its
gates to insurrection. That is because the monastery selects its
people; and if a Trappist does not like it he can leave it. But a
subject of the British Empire or the French Republic is not
selected; and if he does not like it he must lump it; for emigration
is practicable only within narrow limits, and seldom provides an
effective remedy, all civilizations being now much alike.

To anyone capable of comprehending government at all it
must be evident without argument that the set of fundamental
assumptions drawn up In the thirty-nine articles or in the West-
minster Confession are wildly impossible as political constitu-
tions for modern empires. A personal profession of them by any
person disposed to take such professions seriously would practi-
cally disqualify him for high imperial office. A Calvinist Viceroy
of India and a Particular Baptist Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs would wreck the empire. The Stuarts wrecked even the
tight little island which was the nucleus of the empire by their
Scottish logic and theological dogma; and it may be sustained
very plausibly that the alleged aptitude of the English for self-
government, which is contradicted by every chapter of their his-
tory, is really only an incurable inaptitude for theology, and in-
deed for co-ordinated thought in any direction, which makes
them equally impatient of systematic despotism and systematic
good government: their history being that of a badly governed
and accidentally free people (comparatively). Thus our success
in colonizing, as far as it has not been produced by exterminating
the natives, has been due to our indifference to the salvation of
our subjects. Ireland is the exception which proves the rule; for
Ireland, the standing instance of the inability of the English to
colonize without extermination of natives, is also the one country
under British rule in which the conquerors and colonizers pro-
ceeded on the assumption that their business was to establish
Protestantism as well as to make money and thereby secure at
least the lives of the unfortunate inhabitants out of whose labor it
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